
Frances Wright (1795-1852), born in Scotland, came to America in early 1818, reformer, abolitionist, 
one of the first women to speak publicly to large secular audiences 

from Lectures (1829)

“The true bible is the book of nature, the wisest teacher the one who most plainly expounds it,
the best priest our own conscience, and the most orthodox church a hall of science. . .
Let us call ourselves by what names we will, are we not creatures occupying the same earth,
and sharing the same nature?  And can we not consider these as members of one family?"

"My friends, I am no Christian. . .I am neither Jew nor Gentile, Muslim nor Theist; I am but a member of 
the human family.”

“This is my creed:  Happiness is the only good; reason the only torch; justice the only worship; humanity 
the only religion; love the only priest.” ~Robert Green Ingersoll (1833-1899)

“Amid the decay of creeds, love of Nature has high [value]. It has made our lives placid and sweet.  It 
has given us an inexhaustible field for inquiry, for enjoyment, for the exercise of all our powers. It has 
made us contented and at home wherever we are in Nature—in the house not made with hands.  This 
house is our church, and the rocks and hills are the altars, and the creed is written in the leaves of the 
trees and in the flowers of the field and in the sands of the shore.  A new creed every day and new 
preachers, and holy days all the week through. There are no heretics in Nature’s church. It is of today; it 
is now and here; it is everywhere.  The crickets chirp it, the birds sing it, the breezes chant it, the thunder 
proclaims it, the streams murmur it. It is in the forest breath and in the spray of the wave. It is not a faith; 
it is a love, an enthusiasm, a consecration to natural truth.” ~John Burroughs (1837-1921)

“My country is the world and my religion is to do good.” ~Thomas Paine (1737-1809)


